WEDDING POLICY FOR MORNING STAR COMMUNITY CHURCH
Marriage is an institution established by God the Father and honored by His Son, Jesus.  Christ’s presence made a difference in a wedding at Cana, as He makes a difference in a wedding at the Morning Star Community Church.  To make a wedding Christian, Jesus Christ Himself must attend and be in evidence.  Whether your wedding is large or small, elegant or simple, public or private, it can only be Christian if the hearts and lives of the people involved have been transformed by the presence of Christ.  You do not need flowers, music, or formal attire to make a wedding memorable:  prayer and counseling with your Pastor with a sweet and sacred ceremony are the essentials.  Every effort will be made to preserve the sacred ceremony of marriage.  We ask you to read this brochure carefully so that your wedding will be a happy and hallowed occasion.  The Pastor and the membership wish for you a very happy wedding day and a glorious live together.

PRE-MARITAL PREPARATIONS/REQUIREMENTS

1. There must be the completion of Pre-Marital Counseling, which consists of five one to two hour sessions.  You cannot be married in Morning Star Community Church without completing the pre-marital counseling requirements.  It should be noted that if significant concerns surface during these studies, the Pastor reserves the right to recommend a postponement or cancellation of the wedding.

      EXCEPTIONS:  a couple may arrange for premarital counseling by another Pastor as   
long as the Pastor of Morning Star Community Church gives approval.

2. Since marriage is a very sacred commitment, and in the marriage ceremony the blessing of God will be implored, it is of the utmost importance that the highest degree of reverence and respect be experienced in all preparations, pre-marital studies and the ceremony itself.  It follows, therefore, that any couple seeking marriage at Morning Star Community Church must not be living together, and if they are they must be willing to submit to God’s opinion that they are committing adultery, physically separate immediately, and remain so until the wedding day.

OUTSIDE MINISTERS

We feel that weddings are a part of the ministry of Morning Star Community Church.  The use of our facility by an outside minister is not part of our ministry.  Therefore, we will not allow outside ministers to perform weddings in our facility, unless there is a highly unusual circumstance that is approved by the Pastor and the Board of Elders. 
RESERVATIONS

Requests for reservations for wedding, reception and rehearsal dates should be made with the Administrative Assistant of the Morning Star Community Church.  The Pastor must approve the wedding and dates before sending invitations and newspaper announcements. 

SCHEDULE OF FEES

   The Damage Deposit will be paid at the time of application to reserve the facility.  All fees must be paid no later than the time of the rehearsal.  (You may wish to secure your own organist/pianist and/or soloist from outside the church and as such should consult them personally for their fees.)  The Damage Deposit is refundable but is in addition to other fees.


            $  75.00
Minister



$  50.00
Organist/Pianist (from the church)



$  50.00
Soloist (from the church)



$  50.00
Custodial, per level



$  40.00
Sound System Operator



$100.00
Fellowship Hall



$100.00
Use of Sanctuary


            $200.00
Damage Deposit (Any cost of repairing, replacing or cleaning of 



damaged or destroyed church property is the responsibility of the 



wedding party.


* There are no fees for members, associate members, their children and 


   grandchildren. Arrangements can be made with the person(s) providing the service (i.e. Custodial, sound system, etc.)
REHEARSAL AND LICENSE

The rehearsal as well as the wedding itself must be scheduled with the Pastor.  It is of great importance that all participants in the wedding be present for the rehearsal, to ensure a smooth running ceremony.  The marriage license should be brought to the church at this time.  No wedding will occur without a marriage license.
MUSIC

Music in the wedding ceremony is to be in good taste, and in the spirit of a religious wedding service.  The music is subject to the approval of the Pastor.  Arrangements to use the sound system must be made well in advance.  ONLY someone from Morning Star Community Church can operate the sound system.
RECEPTIONS AT CHURCH

The Fellowship Hall may be used for receptions provided the necessary reservation has been made through the Administrative Assistant.  Alcoholic beverages may not be used at any reception held at the church and smoking, dancing or gambling is not permitted in the church facility or on the grounds.

THE CHURCH FURNISHES:
Tables and chairs






Coffee maker

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Because of the danger of staining, real flower petals may not be strewn – paper petals, however, are acceptable.

2. If candles are placed in appropriate holders, only DRIPLESS CANDLES may be used.

3. We ask that birdseed be substituted and rice not be used.  We also ask that the birdseed, bubbles or any other celebratory item not be used inside the church as it is dangerous and is difficult to clean up. 

4. Absolutely no food or drink is permitted out of the Fellowship Hall or in any other part of the building upstairs. 

5. Care of personal property is of great concern to our church, but the church cannot be held responsible for any loss.  Do not leave valuables unattended.

6. Weddings need to be booked far enough in advance to allow for pre-marital                             counseling.    
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